AREMA COMMITTEE 28 - CLEARANCES
FALL 2012  MEETING

PEACHTREE  CITY GA.
MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order 0830 hours on Wednesday October 3, 2012

After introductions Chairman Joe Boehle gave a short safety briefing.

AREMA Update- Vice Chairman Kevin Casey opened up with a report about the Chairman’s meeting in Chicago IL.  At this meeting he presented Committee 28 approved ballot 28-11-01. Mr Jim Howell presented the completed Section 3.12 at the previous committee meeting and members voted and approved this section. This section will be added to the AREMA manual in 2013. Kevin also reported about the AREMA technical conference where attendance was an all time high.

Sub Committee B Revisions to the Manual / Glossary – Mike Scott reported there were no updates or revisions to the manual at this time.

EDI 470 Standardize Clearance – Tom Ulrich reported that UP and BNSF have not yet begun testing the approved form. Both railroads are updating their technology systems to accept the new EDI format in order to begin testing. 

Plate L Clearance – Shane Baraclough reported that an AAR task force meeting had taken place Tuesday Oct 2, 2012 and several members of AREMA 28 were present. At this meeting the AAR reps, railroad Mechanical Dept reps, and locomotive manufacturers discussed Plate L in detail. The task force personnel were advised that the AAR approved Plate L dimensions will not work and must be changed. The upper and lower dimensions exceed Class 1 railroad clearance limits and a new profile closer to plate C will be developed.  Shane advised that the GE Loco profile was smaller in width at the lower extremities while the EMD locomotive  dimensions were full Plate L. At this meeting AREMA 28 learned that there are over 70 Locos already built and moving on BNSF. AAR and Railroad Mechanical Dept personnel present at this meeting stressed the need to accept plate L dimensions particularly at the bottom due to safety concerns for employees mounting the locomotive. The steps at the bottom of the locomotive on both sides create a 10 ft 4 in. width at 13 inches ATR.
The issue was discussed by committee 28. A motion was made for Chairman 28 to draft a letter directed to the AAR under AREMA VP signature to voice our concern and have plate L removed/updated This motion was approved.  BNSF Michelle noted the new locomotive numbers and agreed to get one of these new locomotives measured asap. Kevin Casey also contacted EMD rep to have a unit measured at the manufacturing plant in Mexico. Committee 28 voted to create a new Sub-Committee D-13-2012 Plate L Structure Study.

At this time it was decided to officially add 2 more Sub-Committees. D-12-2012 Buffer Car Study and D-14-2012 Third Rail Clearances study. Chairman for these 3 Sub-Committees will be appointed later TBD. 

Chairman Boehle added an agenda item account 2 Sub-Committees were not present for a report. A group discussion identifying industry problems took place. Five topics were discussed as follows:

Service

Communication

Participation
Riders

Spacer Cars

Many issues were discussed and will be documented in a separate report by Chairman Boehle

Jim Howell presented a report for Sub Committee D-10-2004 Identify Significant Clearance-Critical Structures.. The ballot covering Part IV of Section 3.12 was approved at the spring meeting. Jim advised the sub-committee assignment was completed and thanked all who participated and voted. 

Jim Howell presented a report for Sub Committee D-8-94 Methods of Measuring Railway Line Clearance. Jim discussed the introduction of a 200 HZ laser developed by L-Kopia Inc. which is 10X more accurate and faster than previous lasers. He also advised that the Sub-Committee will remain active and apprise us of any updates at future meetings. 

No Gift exchange was conducted

Chairman Boehle asked for a head count to attend a tour of the CSXT Redi Center in Atlanta GA.  Scheduled for Thursday Oct 4 .  A total of 8 persons were noted. 

No new business was discussed

A summary of upcoming tasks was discussed including Plate L and industry problem resolution.

Chairman Boehle made a motion to end the meeting and it was approved. 
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