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Committee 38 Meeting Minutes

Gaylord Opryland, Nashville, TN

May 17th – 18th, 2009

Sunday, May 17, 2009

1:00 p.m.  (Full Group)

The meeting was chaired by Vice-Chairman Bill Scheerer due to Chairman Peter Brackett being unable to attend. 

Vice-Chairman Scheerer opened the meeting at 1:00 pm on 5/17/09.   General safety information, attendance signatures and introductions were covered. 

Introduction of Attendees

Election of Officers

· Committee Officers terms are up at the close of this meeting.

· Jim Barrett has accepted the Chairman’s position for the new AREMA Committee 39 PTC. Due to this commitment, Jim resigned the position of AREMA C38 Secretary.

· New Officers:

· Chairman: Peter Brackett nominated by Bob McMillan; seconded by Sid Bakker. 
Approved by full committee.

· Vice-Chairman: Fred Meeks nominated by Sid Bakker; seconded by Jim Barrett.
Approved by full committee. 

· Secretary: John Danyluk nominated by Jeff Eilenberg; seconded by Fred Meeks. 
Approved by full committee

· Balloting & Vote Coordinator: The committee felt that this activity would run more smoothly if handled by the Chair.

Approval of minutes

· Minutes from the ’08 spring meeting in Fort Worth, TX were reviewed and approved.

General group briefing / New Assignments

Alstom Vibration Study Update

· Neil Illenberg briefly reviewed the status of the investigation into vibration withstand levels for wayside equipment. 

· The project, which was being funded by Alstom is currently on hold due to funding constraints. 

· Neil commented that there is a need for additional empirical data in order to develop recommendations for appropriate withstand levels. 

· Appropriate recommended withstand levels for equipment design will be required by new vendors entering the industry.

· Scheerer commented that the current suspicion is that the recommended practice is too stringent for the wayside equipment classes, but not stringent enough for in-track equipment.

· Marv Frazier commented that it might also be appropriate to add a new classification for wayside equipment used on elevated track or on bridges where the vibration environment is more severe.

· The MP 11.5.1 vibration requirements are based on AAR S-5072. With this in mind, , Vice-Chairman Scheerer will review this topic with Chairman Brackett. If appropriate, a letter will be sent to the AAR to see if there is any interest on the part of AAR to modify S-5702 Railroad Electronics Environmental Requirements..

Chairman’s Meeting, Orlando

· Jim Barrett attended the meeting and provided a brief review.

· AREMA requests that each functional group present 2 seminars annually.

· Jim reviewed the formation of AREMA Committee 39 PTC.

Subcommittee 4 (Communications)

· The committee had a general discussion in regards to the suitability of transferring C38-4 (Communications) to the new AREMA C39 (PTC) Committee as it has become clear that the direction of railway communications will be driven by PTC.

· Fred Meeks motioned that C38-4 be transferred to C39. Jeff Eilenberg seconded.  Approved by full committee.  Chairman Brackett will make this recommendation to Functional Group leader N. M. Choat.

Next meeting(s) 

Fall ‘09

Chicago, Coordinated with AREMA

Wednesday, September 23rd, 1:00pm-5:00pm

Thursday, September 24th, 8:00am-5:00pm
Spring ‘10

Omaha, Coordinated with RSSI

Sunday, May 16th, 1:00pm-5:00pm

Tuesday, May 17th, 8:00am-12:00pm
Track Circuit Simulator Update

· The Track Circuit Simulator is currently at the NS facility in Roanoke. NS has closed the Roanoke facility.

· CSX has offered to locate the simulator at the CSX Railroad Education & Development Institute (REDI) in Atlanta.
· Fred Meeks motioned to accept the CSX offer; seconded by Dave McCord. Approved by full committee.

MP 1.4.1

· MP 1.4.1 is an AREMA C37 MP. Committee 37 will be retiring MP 1.4.1. In the future, MP’s will need to use direct references to other manual parts, rather than indirect references through MP 1.4.1. In addition, the reference to MP 1.4.1 Section A contained in most manual parts should be removed when manual parts come up for the 5 year review.  Therefore retirement of MP 1.4.1 will take a 5 year cycle to implement.

Wire Terminal Ring-eyes

· The only AREMA-compliant product has been discontinued by Tyco.

· Alternates are being evaluated. 

· Issue is being handled by C37

Canadian Electrical Code Exemption

· It was noted that the CEC exemption for railway equipment will be maintained.

Archival of Manual Parts

· Note to subcommittees to ensure that archived MP’s have a reason for archival.

· Subcommittees to review.

EFTE insulated cables

· Committee discussed the issue in regards to the need for EFTE insulated cables to have tinned conductors due to the chemical composition of the insulation.

· Clarification has been provided to XoRail (SouthWest Signal) who had expressed a concern.  Committee members clarified to XoRail the link between the insulation and cable MP’s.

Collaboration with Other Organizations

· Reviewed memo in regards to collaboration with other organizations:

· Where AREMA has made an appointment of a member to another organization, the appointee must report back to AREMA.

Battery Testers

· The committee discussed battery testers and determined that they were not appropriate for a manual part at this time.

Borate Ties

· The committee discussed the use of borate as a possible substitute for creosote, and concerns in regards to increased conductance when moisture is present.

· The committee determined that these ties are not currently being used. Hence there is no need for any additional work.

Member Emeritus Program:

· Nominations were received for Bill Scheerer, Fred Meeks, Earl Chapman and Forrest Ballinger.

The group briefly broke into sub-committees at 15:00.
Monday, May 18, 2009
8:00 a.m.  (Full Group)
Bill Scheerer briefed the group and there was further discussion about future meetings.  There is interest by the committee in conducting a Web meeting in the fall to make assignments, followed by a Full committee meeting to review the work in the February/March time frame.  Individual Sub-committee Web meetings could be held as needed to complete the work.  The idea is to have time to vote on the work in order to meet publication deadlines. 

Presentation of Committee 38 Work 

C38-1:  Fred Meeks

· Manual part 12.5.21 - To be Archived
· Fred Meeks motioned for archival by full committee. Tom Ulrich seconded.    Approved by full committee.  PASSED.

· Manual part 12.5.20 - Reaffirmed

· Fred Meeks motioned for acceptance by full committee. Jeff Eilenberg seconded.    Approved by full committee. PASSED.

· Manual part 12.6.10 - Revised w/minor edits
· Fred Meeks motioned for acceptance by full committee. Dave Gove seconded.    Approved by full committee. PASSED.

· Fred Meeks discussed a future personal project to put together a paper on the history of Hot Box Detectors. Fred invited participation from other committee members that might have an interest.

· Committee 38 was given the assignment to review MP 16.9.1 and MP 5.1.12 for overlap.  Bill Scheerer reviewed and recommended that they be combined.  MP 5.1.12 has been revised accordingly and it is recommended that MP 16.9.1 be retired.  Committee 38 will need to approve the revised MP 5.1.12 and Committee 37 will need to retire MP 16.1.12.

C38-2: Neal Illenberg

· Progressing work on various Manual Parts

C38-3:  Rod Leard

· Progressing work on various Manual Parts
C38-4:  Jim Barrett 

· Subcommittee to move to new AREMA Committee 39 PTC.  

	Meeting was adjourned at 10:30am on 5/18/09


C38 Officers 

· AREMA C38 Chairman – Peter Brackett
· AREMA C38 Vice-Chairman – Fred Meeks
· AREMA C38 Secretary – John Danyluk
· AREMA C38-1 Chairman – Jay Boggs
· AREMA C38-2 Chairman – Neal Illenberg
· AREMA C38-3 Chairman – Rod Leard
· AREMA C38-4 Chairman – Sid Bakker
