
American Railway Engineering & Maintenance of Way Association 
Letter Ballot 07-18-03 

1. Committee and Subcommittee:  Committee 7, Timber Structures; Subcommittee 3,
Construction, maintenance and inspection of wood bridges and trestles, C3-1-14

2. Letter Ballot Number:  07-18-03

3. Assignment: C3-1-14 Review and update Parts 4 and 5 and associated commentary
of Chapter 7

Deleted text noted by strikethrough.
Added text shown in bold.

 Remove paragraph  4.6.3.2 (d) and (e). 

a. Individual stringers may be replaced with stringers that are equal in length and
have similar properties to the remaining stringers in the chord.

b. When multiple stringers are found to be defective in a chord, it may be practical
to replace the entire chord or portion of the chord. When only a section of the
chord is replaced, the new stringer plug should be placed into the existing chord
in a manner that would maintain the continuity of the chord and with similar
properties to the remaining stringers.

c. If it is not practical to maintain continuity, a temporary stringer plug acting as a
simple span may be installed to maintain rail service. Such repairs should be
considered as temporary and frequent monitoring inspection should be made to
evaluate the need for permanent repair.

d. All timber cuts must be treated with wood preservatives as outlined in
Paragraph 4.4(b) Framing of Timber.

e. Stringers should be handled in such a way to prevent damage to wood fibers.

4. Rationale:

monitoring, since inspection would 
imply that a formal report would be needed to be filed following the inspection.  
Monitoring should be done to look for visible distress in the stringer plug member(s).  

dant with previous material in the 
section. 

5. Vote:

Approve________        Disapprove________        Abstain________ 
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 Note:  If you have a conflict of interest on the topic being considered, you must mark the ballot 
 

6. Comments:  Comments must be provided when voting to disapprove or abstain.  Use 
additional space on back or attach sheets as necessary.    

  

7. Voting Deadline:  Please vote ONLINE. If you are unable to vote online, please 
email your ballot to Christopher Frank at cfrank@gwrr.com. The deadline to vote is 
May 25, 2018.  

8. Signature:  I have read the Regulations Governing AREMA Committees and have 
complied with all requirements. 

 
Signed:  Name (Please print)   

Date:   Email (If changed)   
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