
Committee 28
Clearances- Meeting Notes Birmingham Alabama Fall Meeting October 7 and 8th
Attendees- Document A (attachment)

Meeting October 7- Start time 8:00am- Breakfast was compliments of HLI Rigging and RICA

1. Joe Boehle started the meeting at 8:35 with a quick briefing on safety and initiated introductions and a sign in sheet (Document A-attachment) was passed around.  

2. Initiation of new officer to Board:  Joe B to the attendees. This was put to a vote to have Mike Stevenson assume vacant Secretary position for the Arema Committee 28 group.  The motion for approval was acknowledged 1st motion- Don Thacker and 2nd motion by Harry Ketterman.    

3. Arema Headquarters update and News- Kevin Casey indicated the Annual conference in Chicago.  Discussions were brought up on scholarship monies of $44,000.  It was mentioned that AREMA 28 to start scholarship program.  RICA would match minimums at $1,000.  Also, there was testing in Philadelphia on Plate C- measuring all structures-Kevin to issue a report on findings.   
A
4. Joe described the tour to ACIPCO American Cast Iron and Pipe Co. and asked for a show of hands of those attending - 5 people to attend in the morning

5. Sub Committee Further studies- Mike Scott indicated no changes, no revisions.  It was mentioned Hand held measuring devices having 3D imaging.   Craig Steffey was working on the AAR software-ATR report- there was a discussion on archive and the AAR file with Mike Scott.  No revisions to report on Manual (B) from Mike.
6. Sub Committee (D-8-94) New Measurement Methods - Jim Howell had a complete report out of the Methods OF Measuring Railway Line Clearance- Report is (PDF).  There are new technologies with a Swiss vendor (Amberg Technologies).  This system utilizes a high speed laser to measure obstruction clearances and has the capability to measure various track geometry parameters such as gauge and superelevation.   System is portable and/or cart mounted.  The unit is manually pushed along the track.  It has the capability of measuring speeds varying from 1-k/h to 7.5-k/h.  Further information is on the attachment.  Jim concluded by passing out the information that was provided by the vendor (Amberg)
7. AAR Loading Rules Presentation- Evan Scott addressed the AREMA 28 committee with an outstanding presentation on AAR loading Rules.   In the presentation, Evan reviewed many topics- overview of General Rules, overview on specific loads- how to and the what not, specific fines on FRA violations (up to $2,500 to $7,500), reviewed clearances with all brake handles/weight distribution, lateral voids, Floating loads, Platform requirements, tie down areas, Load restraint, Securement devices, transformer tie down Sect 4-figure 1.0, and other General Rule information.   A disk was sent to me and copies could be made if any member would like a copy.  
8. RICA Update-Harry Ketterman communicated to the group that the next RICA conference will be in Henderson NV 42nd annual.  This site will be outside of Las Vegas and is geared towards families and no gambling.  
9. EDI/WEB Committee 28 Web Page- Joe had no report out of change or improvements.

10. Laser Load-Interchange inspection- Richard Lantz indicated to the group that computers don’t communicate with each other and information is not real time.  There was a big discussion on waybill i/c from class 1 to class 1 and class 1 to short lines?   Responsibilities and communication poor with i/c.  The key that was brought up was three areas-inspect, measure, accept.  There is a gap in links with / clearance that was brought up by Lucie.  With the Laser improvements- it was mentioned by Joe Boehle that there currently is GE Prolec loads that are being laser UP-CSX accept I/C visual inspection.  There was mention by Joe that car floor to top of rail- proposal to Evan and Mike Scott i/c points there are delays with Laser and one of the problems is funding.  Joe mentioned that all 4 rails should invest or to see if there is government funding?  Key area for this to be effective is improving at I/C with good communication-accuracy.
10. Sub committee formed- Tom Ulrich and Gary Bennett on data interchange.  The combination of Data fields combining efforts/fill in fields/look-edit/going forward fax-email.  It was indicated that the research is demanding for systems to talk to each other.  Talk with Mike Scott was to standardize websites for EDI.   Mike Scott is currently doing leg work on software with Rail linc-Old Umler system.  Conversation on EMES system to replace Umler.  The system is web based and has the capability of linking the two.  The committee that will be moving forward with the data interchange is Tom and Gary.  There was a motion from Joe Boehle to have this committee- Jim Howell motioned first with Mike Scott motioning second for approval of this sub-committee D-13-09 Standardize Clearance Interchange Information. 
11- SAM Inc. information was provided to the group- Surveying and “on track” Mobile Laser Scanning presentation by Gordon Perry.  Information provided.  If anyone needs a copy of the presentation- I will forward.
12. Gary Bennett presented information on CCG Restrictions-Criteria- attachment provided.

12. D-10-2004 presented by Jim Howell- Development of new manual section 3.12.  There are 4 distinct parts to the development of the material.  (file attached).  There was a cut off for additions/deletions by Nov 13-14th (to take place in San Diego CA).  There is a formal process-AREMA site open ballot.  There was a motion to accept Jim’s document Mike Stevenson 1st motion and Harry Ketterman 2ND motion to letter to ballot.

13. New Business- Joe Boehle to check in Florida for next meeting in March.  Will have location completed. 
14. RICA Annual meetings mentioned 2011-Portland and 2012- Mobile Alabama

15. The gift change was accepted
Adjournment made by Joe Boehle

There will be attachments on information shared during the meeting, attendees and if anyone needs a CD burned on Evan Scott’s presentation- we can furnish.

Mike Stevenson- Secretary AREMA 28

